[Two color flow cytometry of lymphocytes from patients with adult T-cell leukemia].
Lymphocytes from eight patients with adult T-cell leukemia were analyzed by two color flow cytometry. Monoclonal antibodies (Leu 3 a, Leu 8, Leu 2 a and Leu 15) labelled with fluorescein isothiocyanate or phycoerythrin were used. The purpose was to identify the subsets of the lymphocytes as helper, suppressor/inducer, suppressor or cytotoxic by the surface marker of the cells. All eight patients had antibodies for ATLA. Proviral DNA in the lymphocytes was found in six patients. Summarising the results, OKT4-positive ATL cells were all of the helper T-cell subset, not the inducer subset. OKT8-positive ATL cells were also positive for OKT4 and were all of the cytotoxic T cell subset, not the suppressor subset. In two patients, some ATL cells had both OKT4 and OKT8 on the same cells, especially in the lymph nodes. In our study, ATL cells from eight cases of ATL had all of the helper T subset. These results suggest that the target cells of the human T cell leukemia/lymphoma virus type will be helper T cells.